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'Duty—Free Importsmof
Yellow Peas may be
Allowed Beyond Apr

Move comes as supply of chanais

expected to be low, says an official
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New Delhi: India may allow du-
ty-free imports of yellow peas,
which are used in place of chana,
beyond April to keep the pulses
inflation under control as the yi-
eld of chana is expected to be low

~ on account of a decline in acrea-
geandlower productivity, saidan
official.

“Yellow pea imports are expected
tohelpoffsetthe anticipated short-
fall in the supply of chana as the
domestic crop is projected to be lo-
wer than that last year on drop in
acreage and weather impacting
the yields,” said the official, who
did not wish to be identified.

In early December 2023, the
Centreallowed duty-free imports
of yellow peas until March 2024
and later extended it till April as
part of efforts to cool the prices
of pulses which had kept food in-
flation high for the past few
months.

The Wholesale Price Index in-
flation in pulses was18.48% in Fe-
bruary, up from 16.06% in Janua-
ry. With the general election sche-
duled for April-May, the govern-
ment has made several attempts
to curb price rise in food items
such as exportrestrictions, stock
limits, offloading its own stocks
and removal of importduties.

“The area under chana is less
thisyear and the yield in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Karna-
taka is expected to be 10-12% lo-
wer this year,” said Suresh Agra-
wal, president, All India Dal
Mills Association.

\ The sown area under chana de-

ISTOCK
clined more than 5% year-on-ye-
ar during the rabi season 2023-
24, according to agriculture mi-
nistry data. Erratic rainfall and
concerns over moisture are also
expected to reduce the overall
yield.

India is expected to import abo-
utamillion tonnes of yellow peas
by March 31inthisfinancial year,
which could be the highest in re-
cent times, according to govern-
mentesfimates.

Indialargely imports yellow pe-
asfrom Canada and Russia.

Alargeconsumerand growerof
pulses, India meets a portion of
its consumption needs through
imports. The country primarily
consumes chana, masur, urad,
Kabulichana and tur.

Food inflation has been ruling
high for several months, with
pulses being a majorfactor. Erra-
tic monsoon rains in 2023 on ac-
count of EL Nino put pressure on
farm output. The statistics mini-
stry estimates farm output
growth of 1.8% for this fiscal,
down from 4% in 2022-23.



